
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 92-112

AMENDED WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, PITTSBURG POWER PLANT
RENEWAL OF TOXIC PITS CLEANUP ACT EXEMPTIONS FOR:
CLASS I SURFACE IMPOUNDMENTS
BOILER CHEMICAL CLEANING SOLUTION POND, BOILER CHEMICAL CLEANING RINSE POND,
AIR PREHEATER WASH POND, AND DEMINERALIZER NEUTRALIZATION POND
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called the Board,
finds that:

Facility and Site Description

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company's Pittsburg Power Plant (hereinafter called the discharger), operates
an electric power generating facility which contains Class I and II surface impoundments. The 280 acre
facility is located in Pittsburg, adjacent to Suisun Bay. (See Figure 1 Location Map)

2. The following Class I surface impoundments at this facility are subject to TPCA requirements:

Boiler Chemical Cleaning Solution Pond
Boiler Chemical Cleaning Rinse Pond
Air Preheater Wash Pond
Demineralizer Neutralization Pond

The ponds are used for the storage and treatment of hazardous waste solutions. (See Figure 2 Site Map)

Related Orders

3. On April 18, 1990, the Board adopted NPDES permit No. CAOOO4880, Waste Discharge Requirements
Order No. 90-053, which regulates several discharges to Suisun Bay, including the discharge of liquid
supernate from the Class I impoundments (refer to finding 2).

4. On September 16, 1987, the Board adopted Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 87-122. The
Order established Waste Discharge Requirements for the Class I and II surface impoundments, interim
Water Quality Protection Standards, a Self Monitoring Program, and exemptions to Sections 25208.4(a)
and 25208.4(c) of the Toxic Pits Cleanup Act which prohibits disposal, and storage of hazardous waste
and restricted hazardous waste in surface impoundments. The Order also required the discharger to
perform the following:

a. A Hydrological Investigation of tidal effects and seasonal variations on groundwater
gradients.

b. Submit desigu and specifications, construction plan quality assurance/quality control
program for the liners and leachate collection system for the Class I and Class II
surface impoundments.

c. Submit a detailed construction schedule for the Class I surface impoundments.
d. Submit a groundwater monitoring program plan and implement groundwater

monitoring.
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